
Ms. Weeks’ ENG 092-Comp FA18 Syllabus 

Ms. Weeks’ email is the very best way to reach her: weekscd@d11.org 

Class website for assignments:  Office 365.  Grades posted in Q. 
 
Course Description:  Integrates and contextualizes college level reading and writing. Students 
will read and understand complex materials and respond to ideas and information through 
writing informative and/or persuasive texts.  (Really, the whole point of this class is for you to get 
to ENG 121 level). 
 
Colorado Community College STANDARD COMPETENCIES for 092:  
1. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to read for multiple levels of understanding, to read critically, 

and to apply the steps of the reading process, including pre-reading, annotating and analysis, using 
college-level readings and materials.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to summarize course materials applying the steps of the 
reading and writing processes, using college-level resources.  

3. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use the writing process—including prewriting, drafting, 
revising, and editing— to write informatively and persuasively in multiple genres using college-level 
course materials.  

4. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to reflect on their own reading and writing processes and to 
apply strategies to cross-curricular reading and writing tasks.  

5. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to engage in the behaviors of persistent and successful 
college students.  

 

TOPICAL OUTLINE:  
I. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to read for multiple levels of understanding, to read critically, 

and to apply the steps of the reading process, including pre-reading, annotating and analysis, using 
college-level readings and materials.  
A. Engage in pre-reading to organize the reading task, to activate schema, and to determine the 

meaning of unfamiliar words and concepts.  
1. Use heading and sub-headings to determine topics and sub-topics.  
2. Create a plan for reading.  

B. Annotate texts to identify key points, organize relationships between information, exemplify, 
explain, infer, summarize, and paraphrase.  
1. Use context clues and word parts to define unfamiliar words, phrases, and expressions.  
2. Use signal words and phrases to identify organizational patterns.  
3. Use a variety of strategies—read out loud, alternate text, re-read, visualize, summarize, 

represent concepts in graphic form, talk it out, for example— to improve reading 
compression.  

C. Analyze college level course materials through post reading activities such as outlining or 
graphically organizing from the text.  

D. Analyze readings and course materials to determine  
1. Author’s purpose and tone  
2. Bias  
3. Point of view  
4. Author’s credibility  
5. Validity  
6. Adequacy and relevancy of support.  
7. Differences between fact and opinion  
8. Patterns of organization  

II. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to summarize college-level course materials applying the   
  reading and writing processes.  
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A. Identify and communicate main points without bias.  
B. Use academic tone, diction, and conventions.  
C. Structure and organize information into a coherent format.  
D. Differentiate between summarizing and paraphrasing.  
E. Integrate source information, with judicious use of direct quotations, following a standard citation 

format.  
III. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use the writing process— including pre-writing, drafting, 

revising, and editing— to write informatively and persuasively in multiple genres using college-level 
resources.  
A. Generate ideas through pre-writing activities.  
B. Choose topics appropriate for an academic audience.  
C. Create multiple drafts of complete, multi-paragraph academic essays—moving beyond formulaic 

five-paragraph essays.  
D. Revise drafts for clarity, purpose, audience, unity, and support.  
E. Edit for punctuation, grammar, mechanics, and conventions within the context of their writing.  
F. Use standard formatting and citations.  

IV. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to reflect on their own reading and writing processes and to 
apply strategies to cross-curricular reading and writing tasks.  
A. Evaluate their reading and writing processes in order to transfer them to new situations.  
B. Identify and utilize academic support resources.  

V. Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to use the behaviors of persistent and successful college 
students.  

 
Course Grading 
 
A = 1,800-2,000  90%-100%  = exemplary: 121 will be fun challenge  
B = 1,600-1,799  80%-89%    = above average: 121 will be successful with active effort   
C = 1,400-1,599 70%-79%    = passing:  ready for success in 121, accompanied by  
                       student success strategies and tutoring 
D = 1,200-1,399 60%-69%    = your writing need some more skill-building, so retake 092.   
F = less than 1,200.  59% or under   = retake 092.   

 

Breakdown of class points 
Projects        Points 

3 Essays (O = 20, RD = 30, PR = 50 , FD = 100) 200 each =   600 

10 Op-eds      25 each =  250 

Journals:  

 -Right side (personal responses)  5 each (33) =  165  

   -Left side (analysis.  Builds paper)  5 each (33) =  165   

   -Conferences (7-minute presentations)  100 each =  300  

Participation      5 PER UNIT=  20 

Final Multigenre        500  

TOTAL POINTS in the course      2,000   

  

Occasionally, there will be an extra credit opportunity.  No matter how small, you should always 

take advantage of them! 
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Workshops 

Oftentimes, Writing Workshops and peer editing workshops take place before work is 

due, especially for larger projects.  The workshops provide opportunities to hear 

suggestions for revision before you turn in your work for a grade.  Learning to edit and 

critique writing is one of the most valuable skills you can develop as a writer.  In 

addition, it is essential that you always write for an audience and purpose. You will be 

doing a lot of sharing, so be warned and be yourself, and it’ll be OK! 

 

Cell phones /distractions 

Anything that interrupts my ability to facilitate a class or students' ability to learn will not 

be tolerated.  Unless you speak to me about the emergent situation, owners of cell 

phones that go off during class or who are using it for any reason other than at my 

request (yes, sometimes I will request it) will take a “minus” for behavior for the day.  

Repeated distractions will result in confiscation of your cell phone, either for the class or 

for the day, with your parent having to retrieve it.  Don’t let it happen to you!  Parents, 

please do NOT text or call your student during class! 

 

Plagiarism 

Don't plagiarize.  It's not worth it.  People’s lives have been ruined as a result (ask me 

for examples)! A student who in connection with his or her studies plagiarizes may be 

dismissed from class and given a failing grade.  Further academic sanctions are 

possible.  There is no distinction between intentional and unintentional plagiarism.  

Students are responsible for reading and being familiar with the class texts' discussion 

and examples of plagiarism.   

 

Writing Center: PPCC offers students personal instruction in the areas of critical 

thinking, critical reading, English as a Second Language, and effective writing at our 

four campus locations. The college offers one-to-one conferencing, online tutoring, and 

computer assisted instruction for students enrolled in any course, not just English 

Composition. You may e-mail the centers at owl@ppcc.edu or find them on the web 

from your MyPPCC and “Writing Center.”   

Additionally, you may use your AVID tutors here.  ALSO, each Thursday, Mrs. Banfield 

and Ms. Weeks will offer tutoring in Mrs. Banfield’s room. This tutoring can be ANY kind 

of writing, speaking, and presentation work.  
 

 

 

mailto:owl@ppcc.edu
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ATTENDANCE, PREPAREDNESS, AND PARTICIPATION (Please refer to the Odyssey 

ECCOPolicies Guide for details.)  This has to do with “soft skills.” 

To get the most out of this class, attend every class, be on time, and be prepared to discuss 

your work with others in a group or whole class setting.  Often, the most important 

information and communication occurs at the beginning and end of class.  Per Odyssey 

policy, students who arrive between one and five minutes of class beginning constitute 

tardy.  A tardy of over ten minutes constitutes an absence.   

Absences will affect your knowledge and your grade, as there are some activities which 

require in-class participation and cannot be made up.  Because of missed assignments 

and lack of understanding caused by excessive absenteeism, students who miss more 

than 10% of class meetings will be considered chronically absent. Any late work is 

worth only 50% of the original points. Remember, I expect you to email me with your work if 

you are absent. I will accept it as though you were in class and provide feedback. Deadlines 

matter! 

I will be glad to help a student if he or she has missed multiple classes because of a 

traumatic experience or hospitalization. If this happens, I will need documentation for your 

hospitalization/family emergency. The documentation will help me make an informed 

decision and provide an explanation for any exemption I may grant.  

Participation Grading:  After each class meeting, I take a few minutes to record for each of 

you a check, a plus, a minus, or a zero in my grade book. 

 Check (Average) means that you seemed to come to class prepared. You seemed 
to follow the discussion, and your body language seemed to encourage others in the 
class to share their insights. You probably made a comment or two—or you may 
have remained silent, but you were prepared and engaged. Your presence was 
productive. 
 

      +   Plus (Above Average) means that you satisfied all of the criteria for a check. 

However, you also contributed in explicit and effective ways to the class discussion 

or work. Perhaps you made several appropriate comments (and you were also 

attentive to the needs of others to participate). Perhaps you made only a few 

comments, but these were of such quality that they moved the class in good and 

productive directions. 

- Minus (Below Average) means that you came to class, but you either didn't seem 
prepared or your presence detracted, in however small a fashion, from the quality of 
class experience for others. Perhaps you came late or left early.  Perhaps you read 
other material, slept, or browsed online. Perhaps you muttered or talked or had 
some behaviors that discouraged others from talking. A minus, obviously, is a cause 
for concern, so I'll talk to you if I see this happening more than a couple of times.  If 
the problem continues, disciplinary action will ensue.  
 

0 Zero means, alas, that you didn't show up at all. Limit these to emergencies only!    

Have a parent/guardian call the attendance secretary to excuse your absence.  
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ENG 092 FA18 Schedule (Aug 16—Dec 19) 

(This schedule is subject to change in consideration of weather, mandatory state 

testing, and other high school related activities.) 

Note:  Your class has been divided into two outcome project plans:  On M/W/F you will 

participate in discussion/lecture, journaling, active reading, analysis and discovery, 

among other academic and life enrichment activities.  On Tu/Th, you will work primarily 

on essay composition, from idea development to final drafts.  If we happen to miss 

school, usually the schedule will not change to “make up” the class; however, if there is 

an unplanned change in our class day, Mrs. Banfield and I will adjust the schedule to 

accommodate.  

 

Unit One: Characteristics of Good Writing 

Journaling 

Date and Text           Lecture 

8/17  Go over syllabus. Hand out first reading 

8/20  Teaching of Lit, O’Connor 

8/22  Good Readers and Good Writer, Nabakov 

8/24  Close Reading, Francine Prose 

  Op-Ed Due 

8/27  Test – SAT Sample 

8/29  The Nature of Proof (poetry) 

8/31  Op-Ed Due 

9/5  Education by Poetry…Frost 

9/6  Settling the Colonel’s Hash 

9/7  Metaphor, Lakoff and Johnson 

9/10  What the Brain Can Tell Us About Writing 

9/12  Why read the classics 

9/13 & 9/14  Conference #1 

  Op-Ed Due 
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Essay #1: Familial Essay 

8/21 & 8/23  Introduce Familial Paper 

8/27  Outline Due 

8/30  Outline to RD  

9/5  Work on Rough Draft 

9/6  Peer Review #1 

9/11  Peer Review #2 

9/13  FD due on Turnitin.com by 12p.m. 

9/14  FD printed copy due in class 

 

Unit Two: Impact of Past and Present 

Journaling 

Date and Text           Lecture 

9/17  Writing Short Stories  

9/19 & 9/20  Pit and the Pendulum 

9/21  OP – Ed Due 

9/25   My Kinsman  

9/26  Devil and Tom Walker 

9/28  An Argument About Beauty 

  Op – Ed DUE 

10/2  Good Country People 

10/4-10/5  Synthesis SAT Question Work 

10/5  Op-Ed DUE 

10/8-10/9  Yellow Wallpaper Discussion 

10/10  YW Test 

10/11 & 10/12 Conference #2 

10/12  Op-Ed DUE 
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Essay #2: Exploratory/Research Essay 

9/18 & 9/21  Introduce Paper & Guest Speaker 

9/27  Finalize Topic & Outline Due 

9/28  Peer Review of Outline  

10/3  Peer Review of Rough Draft 

10/10  Work on final draft 

10/11  FD due on Turnitin.com by 12p.m. 

10/12  Op-Ed DUE 

 

Unit Three: Connections Between Fiction and Non-Fiction 

10/15  Fate Poem 

10/16  Fate Essay 

10/19  Op-Ed DUE 

10/22  Lopez and Oats 

10/24  Where are you Going?  

10/29  Pied Piper Discussion 

11/1 & 11/2 Conference #3 

  Op-Ed Due 

 

Essay #3: Argumentative Essay 

10/18  Intro and analysis of argumentative Essays 

10/19  Further Intro 

10/23  Outline Due at the beginning of class/ 3 questions/ Peer Review #1 

10/30  RD due at beginning of class/ Peer Review #2 

10/31  Work on FD – Revisions based on reviews 

10/10  Work on final draft 

11/1  FD due on Turnitin.com by 12p.m. 

11/2  Final Draft due in class 
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Unit Four: Story or Structure: What Makes Great Literature 

Journaling 

Date and Text           Lecture 

11/5  Faulkner Speech 

11/7  Morrison Speech 

11/9  Op-Ed DUE 

11/12  Tradition in the Individual Talent 

11/13  Background of 1984 

11/14  The Hollow Men 

Thanksgiving Break – Read 1984 before returning 

11/26-11/28  1984 Discussion – Socratic Seminar 

11/30  Discussion of Projects/ Plan/    

 

Essay #4: Multi-Genre Project 

11/6  Intro and analysis of Multi-Genre Project 

11/8  Meet/Conferences regarding projects 

11/  Outline Due at the beginning of class/ 3 questions/ Peer Review #1 

10/30  RD due at beginning of class/ Peer Review #2 

10/31  Work on FD – Revisions based on reviews 

10/10  Work on final draft 

11/1  FD due on Turnitin.com by 12p.m. 

11/2  Final Draft due in class 

11/15 & 11/16  Article Assignment/Reading/Analysis 

11/29  Article Assignment Review 

12/3  Short Article/ Review DUE 

12/3-12/7  MGP Work, Presentation Practice, Project Peer Review 

12/10-12/19  Final Project Presentations 
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Student name, printed: __________________________    Date: __________________ 

 

SIGNATURE LINES: (Return signed for 5 points extra credit) 

Student: I understand that this is an intense, rigorous, college preparatory class. I understand how my 

work/performance will be evaluated. I know when I can contact my instructor for help or to submit work 

online. I also understand the policies and procedures (and consequences…ahem…..cell phones) outlined 

in this document.  

_________________________________________ 

Student Signature 

 

 

Parent/Guardian: I understand that my student is in a college class, and she/he should try to resolve 

issues with the instructor first, advocating for him/herself, using a mature, problem-solving process. I 

also understand that I am free to contact the instructor with questions.  I understand the expectations 

and consequences regarding the cell phone policy, and I will contact the office for emergencies, not my 

student.  

_________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

 

 


